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MATIONAL

SYMPOSIUM ~ ON
CONSERVATION AGRICULTUR}
\ND ENVIRONMENT AT BHU,
VARANASI

The Indian Society of Agronomy is organiz-
ing the biennial National Symposium on
Conservation Agriculture and Environment
at the Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
during 26-28 October, 2006. The sub-
themes to be deliberated in this Symposium
ares (i) Conservation tillage and crop cstab-
lishment techniques, (i) Rainwater harvest-
ing and water-saving rechnologies, (iii)
Emerging trends in nutrient management,
| (iv) New paradigms in weed management,
: (%) Crop diversification and farming systems,
| and {vi) Reorientation of agricultural educa-
| tion. These topics will be addressed by ex-
| perts emphasizing the challenges and oppor-
| tunities available, supplemented by poster
session to encourage detailed discussion with
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presenters. Further informarion about che

Symposium can be obrained either from Dir.
[.IS. Ahlawat, Secretary, ISA, Division of
Apronomy, [ARL, New Delhi or Dr. Kalyan
Singh, Department of Agronomy, BHU,
Waranasi,

APPOINTMENTS

Dr. K.A. Singh joined as
Direcror, Indian Grassland
and Fodder Research In-
stitute, Thansi on 1% Feb-
ruary, 2006. He was born
on 27% May, 1953 and
| | did his graduarion and

post-graduation degrees in
1974 and 1976, respectively from GBPUAT,
Pantnagar. He was awarded Ph.I}. degree in
Agronomy from TARIL New Delhi in 1987,
He did post-doctoral studies at Oxford Uni-
versity, UK in 1989, and also visited a num-
ber of other countries including Germany,
France, Switzerland and Nepal. In 1978, he
joined Agricultural Research Service of
ICAR and served ar IGERI, Jhansi (1976-
86) and 1CAR Research Complex for NEH
Region (1986-2002). He was Joint Direcror,
ICAR RC for NEH Region, Arunachal
Pradesh from 1997-2002. Before taking over
as Direcror, he was Head, Crop Research
Programme at the ICAR Research Centre for
Eastern Region, Pusa, Bihar.

Dir. Singh specializes in the field of farm-
ing systems rescarch, agroforesery and crop-
ping systems rescarch. He has 160 publica-
tions to his credit, and authored a book en-
titled “Resource Management Perspective af
Arunachal Agriculture”. He was awarded the
ICAR Fakruddin Ali Ahmed Award for Ot
standing Research in Agricultural Sciences in
Tiibal Areas in 1994-95,

The Indian Society of Agronomy wishes
him a successful renure as Director, IGERI,

Thansi.

De. WLS. Gill joins as Project Director, |

PDCSR, Modipuram

Dr. M.5. Gill joined as
Project Director, Direc-
rorate of Cropping Sys-
tems Research, |
Modipuram, Meerur on |
1" August, 2006. He was
g born on 18* April, 1955
and did his B.Sc. Agriculrure (Hons.) from
GMNDU, Amritsar in 1975, and M. 5c. and
Ph.D. in Agronomy from PAU, Ludhiana in
1978 and 1989, respectively. He started his
career as District Extension Specialist

(Agronomy) in the Farm Advisory Service
Scheme of PAU, Ludhiana during 1978 and |
conducted adaptive research trials on farmers’
fields. Thereafrer, he worked as Assistant
Agronomist (1980-90), Agronomist {1990-
95}, Associate Direcror, Training (1995-98),
Senior Scientist (Irrigation) (199899, Project
Coordinator (RDTC) and Senior Agro-
nomist (1999-2006) at the same university. |

Dr Gill has conributed significantly in |
testing and evaluating new research rech-
nologies on farmers’ fields over 4 period of |
10 years in Kandi region of Punjab. He de-
veloped many recommendations for large- |
scale adoption by the farmets under dryland
agriculture and for direct-seeded basmari |
rice. He also developed numerous modules |
including fishery, poultry, piggery, apicul-
ture, dairy, rabitory, horticulture, vegetables,
aromatic and medicinal plants with crop
husbandry for small and marginal farmers.

He has more than 200 publications to his
credit, 10 bulletins, one manual and one book. |
He is recipient of NFL-FAT Award {1989),
PPIC-FAT Award (1993}, Punjab Sarkar
Parman Patra (2000) and a Commendation |
Certificate. He received advanced training on
water management at the University of
Califorinia, Devis, USA for 3 months. He has
guided 5 M.5c. and one Ph.D. student,

The Indian Society of Agronomy wishes |
him a successful tenure as Projece Direcror, |
PDCSR, Modipuram. |




Dr. Jai G. Varshney joins as Director,
I

NRCWS, Jabalpur

Dr. Jay G. Varshney
joined as Direcror, Na-
| rtional Research Centre for
Weed Science, Jabalpur
an 10® May, 2006.

Born on 20" Novem-
ber, 1950, Dr. Varshney
gained rich experience in research, manage-
ment and teaching during his long career
spanning over 3 decades. He held various
important positions like Projector Coordina-
tor, AICRP on grain legume crops; Head,
Division of Crop Production, IIPR, Kanpur;
and Head, Regional Centre, Directorate of
Pulses Research, Gwalior, He worked on

weed dynamics and sustainability of pulse-

based cropping svstems, management of

purple nutsedge and role of adjurants in en-

hancing herbicide efficiency. His recent ac-
| tivities involved providing leadership to weed
research programme, coordinating network
research, collaborating with national and in-
ternational apencies, and providing
consultancy on marters related to weed sci-
ence.

Dr. Varshney is an active member of pro-
fessional socicties like ISPRI, ISA, TSRS,
ARRW and TAHF, He was also Ediror, In-
dian Journal of Pulses Research.

The Indian Society of Agronomy wishes
him a successful tenure as Dirccror,
NRCWS, Jabalpur.

Dr. AK. Gogoi joins as ADG
(Agronomy), ICAR, New Delhi

D ALK, Gogoi jojned as
Assistant Director General
(Agronomy), [CAR, New
Drelhi on 18ch May, 20006.
He obtained his B.Sc.
Agri. and M.5c. Agro-
nomy degrees in 1976
and 1979, respectively from Assam Agricul-
tural University, Jorhat; and Ph.D. in 1986
from Rajendra Agricultural Universicy, Pusa,
Bihar. He served AALL Jorhar in various ca-
pacities from 1979-2000, and was Principal
Investigator, All India Coordinated Research
Project on Weed Control from 1988-2000,
He joined as Principal Scientist (Agronomy)
at NRCWS, Jabalpur in 2000 and was act-
ing Direcror, NRCWS and acting Zonal
Coordinator, Zone —VI1I, [NKVV, Jabapur
during 2005-06.

Dir. Gogoi worked for more than 20 years
on weed management in the NEH region
and developed package of practices for major
field crops. He was also involved in UG and
PG teaching propgrammes at AAL, Jorhar,
He has published 56 research papers, 9
books/chapters and attended 69 seminars/
sympaosia, His major achievement is develop-
ment of MNational Database on Weeds and
preparation of weed map.

The Indian Society of Agronomy wishes
him a successtul tenure as Assistant Direcror
General (Agronomy), ICAR, MNew Deelhi.

D+, Raj Kumar Mahey took over as Head
Diepartment of Agronomy, Agrometeorology
and Forestry, PAU, Ludhiana on 1* July,
2006. He has made significant contributions
on production and water management tech-
nologies in medicinal, aromartic and spice
crops. He guided 12 M.5c. and 3 Ph.DD. stu-
dents, and was instrumental in the applica-
tion of remote sensing data in the university.,

Dir. G. James Martin assumed the charge of
Professor and Head, Department af
Agronomy, TNAU, Coimbatore on 9™ June,
2006,

D¢, G.R. Korwar ook over as Head, Re-
source Management Division, CRIDA,
Hyderabad on 31* March, 2006, Previously,
he was working as Principal Scientist at the
same Instifute,

D N.T. Yaduraju joined as National Coor-
dinator, National Agricultural Innovative
Project (NAIP), ICAR in May 2006, He was
previously working as Principal Scientist
(Agronomy), JARL, New Delhi. He served as
Direcror, NRCWS, Jabalpur for a full term
from 2000 to 2005,

AWARDS AND HONOURS

De. R.C. Gautam has been chosen for the
Bharat Ratna Dr C. Subramanyam Award
for Ourstanding Teachers for che year 2004-
2005. Dr. Gautam served as Head, Division
of Agronomy and was acting Dean, P.G.
School, TARL, New Delhi.

BOOK REVIEWS

Handbood af Sustainable Weed Management

Harminder Pal Singh, Daizy Rani Bartish,
Ravinder Kumar Kohli (Eds.), 2006, Pp-
xxiv+892 with index, Price : US§ 99.95
(soft, USE 139.95 (hard). Food Produces

Press, 10 Alice Street, Binghamton, New
York 13904-1580, USA,

Weeds compete with crop plants in agro-
ecosysterns and cause substantial economic
losses. Chemical control through herbicides
is though effective bur causes environmental
and human health problems. Therefore, this
particular publicarion is in the desired direc-
tion of managing weed problems while
minimizing the risks to environment and
human health. The book deals with sustain-
able weed management through 25 chapters,
namely, Weeds and their management: Ra-
tionale and approaches, Weed management;
a basic component of modern crop produc-
tion, Contribution to weed suppression
from cover crops, Utilizing brassica cover
crops for weed suppression in annual crop-
ping system, Grass-legume mixed cover
crops for weed management, Rye as a weed
management tool in vegetable cropping sys-
tems, A rotation design that aids annual
weed management in a semi-arid region,
Examining rillage and crop rotation effects
on weed populations in the Canadian Prai-

ries, Potential of allelpachy and allelo-chemi- |

cals for weed management, Progress in weed
suppressive rice cultivars for the southern
Unired Stares, The ecology of weed seed pre-

dation in herbaceous cropping systems, |

mowing of weed management, Herbicide
fate under conservartion tillage, Cover crops
and edge-of-field management practrices,
Strategies for developing bicherbicides for
sustainable weed management, Developing
microbial weed control products: commer-
cial, biological and technological consider-
ations, Implementation of weed biocontrol
in forest vegerarion management for conifer
production, Characterization of phytotoxins
from phytopathogenic fungi and their po-
tential use as herbicides in integrared crop
management, Applications of soil and rhizo-
sphere mictoorganisms in sustainable weed
management, Herbicide resistant corps and
weed management, Strategies for managing
herbicide-resistant weeds, Recent advances in
parasitic weed research: an overview, Man-
agement of weeds in pasture systems, Inte-
grated turfgrass weed management, Ap-
proaches to integrated weed management,
and Learning groups for implementation of
integrated weed management: principles and

practical guidelines. All these chapters have

been authored by leading international ex-
perts in the field of integrated weed manage-
ment. The publication covers a wide range
of important topics on the subject and pro-
vides valuable information for students, re-







